Vollgas Ahoi - KRAAN IS BACK !  

Kraan has reunited and will be playing at the Herzberg festival !

Approximately 30 years ago the German band Kraan was founded. 

Kraan emerged out of the music-environment in Ulm. The brothers Jan and Peter who played drums and guitar in local rock bands met with Johannes (saxophone) and Helmut (guitar) and played from the inspiration of free-jazz and rock. The music took distinct form, Hattler changed to bassguitar and they ended up playing a kind of rockmusic with long modal improvisations, which were considered jazzy by the rock audience and rock by the jazzaudience. 

Over the next 2 years they developed a unique blend of melodic instrumental rock, tight rhythmical structures, spiced with jazz elements, improvisation, and a scent of eastern influences.

The close friendship between the Kraan members was audible from the beginning, and they rapidly gained a reputation for making great and intense concerts.

What does Kraan mean ? 

Well nobody knows. The sound of it reminiscences of the bird species "Crane", but the spelling in German is wrong. It could be a lifting device, it could be a watercrane, it could be some dragonlike mythical entities, it's also a surname in Holland - but the truth is: Hattler chose or invented the name just because it sounded well.

Kraan moved shortly to Berlin and got their style more polished and refined. They developed a unique blend of pop-rock-jazz-fusion that appealed to people from many camps.

Without any big promotion they became very popular, very fast. They became known worldwide and were spoken about in the same tone as other leading progressive bands of the time, from YES to Mahavishnu Orchestra. They hit the top of rock polls in the German magazine "Sounds", were elected as the newcomer-group nr. 1 in 72 in Germany, in 75 Hattler was in the top 3 as musicians of the year, and nr 1. as instrumentalist of the year , Wolbrandt hit as nr.6, best concert of the year, and the album wintrup was elected best LP of the year.

In 1974 they recorded what is now considered one of the best rock live albums of the decade : Kraan Live. Still a much sought after album. 

Kraan was definitely a child of the 70'ties. They moved to Wintrup a small village in the middle of the big Teutoburger forest, were they made a Commune and lived made family, played and created music for almost 5 years. 

In the seventies it became the trend to see everything in daily life as political, and it was also considered important personally to make a stand. Kraan lived in such a society and Germany was rather polarised, with both the rightwing politician Franz Josef Strauss and the ultra leftwing terror group Bader-Meinhof group as  'prominent players' in the public debate. 

At the same time U.S.A. was the big market for music, the place where the money was waiting, and all the other famous bands made their bread. But U.S.A. was also the country that had thrown napalm on civilians in Vietnam, invaded Grenada and was deeply involved in Pinochet's dictature in Chile and in cruel regimes other places. So the members in Kraan could not agree about touring the states.

Commercially this was a mistake. They missed the lift that a potential career over the pond could have brought on. They missed the light that perhaps would have made other musicians detect them.

- On the other hand, many bands lost their musical orientation and profile in this melting pot, and the result could have been a band without the special characteristics that made us become Kraanfans. 

The band had a hard time as a band, the saxplayer Johannes Pappert left, and the commune Wintrup was abandoned after ca. 4 years. They reorganised the band, Ingo Bischof who was a semi-permanent member for some time, then got a more prominent role, and the music got more electric and fusionized but also more melodic. 

Jan Fride needed a break from the musical scene. Udo Dahmen replaced him for two albums. The wellknown american drummer Gerry Brown replaced Udo on the two next albums, of which one was not considered a real Kraan album by many of the fans, since Peter Wolbrandt did not play on this one (the album Kraan X). 

Then Kraan took a deep breath and paused for allmost 4 years. In 1988 they stroke back with their trademark: A great live album, with Peter and Jan back in place, but with a new player and composer Joo Kraus on keyboards and trumpet.

This version of Kraan continued 2 albums more. These albums were musically more complex and versatile, but also pointing in different directions. In 1992 the band split up again, Hattler and Joo builded "Tab Two", and Jan and Peter turned to other fields of interest.  

But in year 2000 the guys could not resist to try again. The crew from 'Wiederhören' joined, they had fun and felt the Kraan energy rising again. 

The fans worldwide now has a great opportunity to hear them again in their right element: LIVE ! 

And those who did not get the albums when they still were in print, also gets a second chance. EMI and the independent label Fünfundvierzig has decided to re-release them all! 

Michael Bohn

http://www.danbbs.dk/~m-bohn/kraan/

